


● Sponges have been numerous in the seas since the Precambrian. 

● Throughout most of the Phanerozoic, sponges have been major 
contributors to reef formation. 

● Sponges probably achieved their greatest diversity during the 
Cretaceous.

Poriferans are commonly referred to as sponges. An early branching event in 
the history of animals separated the sponges from other metazoans.

https://ucmp.berkeley.edu/porifera/porifera.html

http://www.ucmp.berkeley.edu/phyla/phyla.html


● The Porifera may be defined as an asymmetrical or radially symmetrical 
multicellular organism with a cellular grade of  an organization without 
well- definite tissues and organs; exclusively aquatic.

● It was Robert Grant who coined the term Porifera which in Latin means 
pore bearing animals (L. Porus=pore; ferre=to bear). 

● Huxley and Sollasfirst proposed the separation of  sponges from 
eumetazoans. It is believed that sponges might have evolved from the 
colonial choanoflagellateprotozoans. Sponges represent an evolutionary 
blind offshoot.

● Sponges come in an incredible variety of  colors and an amazing array of  
shapes.
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